History 108 Online

Haber
Digging Deeper Week 14
This assignment is to visit the PBS.org website on the Mexican-American War.  You are to go to the page:

http://www.pbs.org/kera/usmexicanwar/index_flash.html
Click on the box on the right “Prelude to War”

http://www.pbs.org/kera/usmexicanwar/index_flash.html
Read the Introduction link “Manifest Destiny An Introduction”

http://www.pbs.org/kera/usmexicanwar/prelude/md_introduction.html
You will answer --3 parts in all).  Number your points to correspond to the questions.
Pick one of these 3 essays (I , II, or III) and answer each question in the part you pick.

I. Read the essay by Miguel Angel Gonzalez Quiroga, “The Power of an Idea”

1. What does the author mean by “the Power of an Idea”? 

2. How does he define and describe, “Manifest Destiny”? What is his perspective on the “idea”?  What does he claim is the perspective of the Mexican people concerning “Manifest Destiny”?

3. He discusses Walt Whitman at the end of his piece.  What does he say about Whitman?

II. Read the essay, “Native-American Displacement” by R. David Edmunds

1.  He discusses the John Gast painting shown on the page of Manifest Destiny.  http://www.pbs.org/kera/usmexicanwar/prelude/
Describe the painting.  How are these symbols of the thinking of the time according to Edmunds?

2.  How did the U.S. justify its efforts to expand according to Edmunds? Does Edmunds think the rationale was hypocritical? If so, why was it hypocritical? Give examples that he uses.

3.  Edmunds places Manifest Destiny in its broader setting.  Explain his viewpoint.

III. Read the essay, “An Ideal or Justification” by David M. Pletcher

1. Pletcher describes two elements underbracing the “driving” forces behind the movement to expand by the U.S.  What were these two elements?

2. How does Pletcher say the actions of the U.S. were viewed by outside nations? 

3. Why was expansion so divisive within the U.S.?

Go to the “Legacy” section of the website. 
Click on “The Aftermath of the War” in the left hand navigation column.  

http://www.pbs.org/kera/usmexicanwar/aftermath/
Everyone must answer either Part IV or V. Pick one—either Part IV or V:
IV. Read the essay by Robert Ryal Miller, “The War ….”

Answer these questions:

1. What were the effects of the war for Mexico? 
2. What were the effects of the war for the United States?

V. Read the essay by John C. Waugh “The Mexican-American War: Crucible for Greatness”.  

Answer these questions:

1. Why does Waugh give his essay that title? 

2. What does he mean by “crucible for greatness?

   Everyone must answer VI.      Concluding questions for each student to answer:
1) Which essay did you like the best?  
2) How did the essay that you liked the best increase your knowledge of this period?


Directions /Guidelines 
· Post any questions to the Non-Graded Board.  Place your name at the top of your paper and use size 12 font. (Only use New Times Roman, Cambria, Calibri);  Do not save and upload as a PDF file.
· No excessive top, bottom, side margins
· No long quotes (no longer than 1 sentence)

· Do not skip spaces or lines between paragraphs or sections
· Double space your work. 

· Make sure you give specifics from each essay or speech so I know you carefully and thoughtfully read the content for the assignment.  Be thorough and complete.  

· Use your own words.  Copying directly from the Internet or any source without using both quotation marks and citing the source is considered plagiarism. 

· Number you responses to correspond to the numbers of the questions asked.

· Do not restate or repeat the questions. Do not make headings or titles such as “Conclusion” or Waugh 
· Do not cite the URL but make sure you indicate the author or the article/speech you are addressing
· Minimum 2 1/2  pages
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